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“The Queens came late” 

Christmas does not just happen.  Someone has to make it.  According to 

the Gospels even God needed help to pull the first one together.  There 

are lots of reasons to be grateful at Christmas not least for those who 

make such selfless and gigantic efforts to ‘make Christmas’ for us all. 

That is partly why I love the poem The Queens came late.  
 

I love the poem because without losing the wonder of Christmas it 

manages to by-pass the sentimental and capture the practical aspects 

of that first Christmas, and indeed of every Christmas since. 

Practicalities which, if we men are honest, are usually overseen by and 

taken care of by the women in our lives.  The poem is a gentle reminder 

encouraging us to pause this Christmas to step back, to look around 

and give thanks for, and to those people in our lives who do so much to 

‘make Christmas’ a joyous occasion and a lasting memory for all of us. 
 

The Queens came late  

Queens came late 

but the Queens were there 

With gifts in their hands and crowns in their hair. 

They’d come, these three, like the Kings, from far, 

Following, yes, that guiding star. 

They’d left their ladles, linens, and looms, 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Their children playing in nursery rooms, 

And told their sitters: 

“Take charge! For this 

Is a marvellous sight we must not miss!” 
 

The Queens came late, but not too late 

To see the animals small and great, 

Feathered and furred, domestic and wild, 

Gathered to gaze at a mother and child. 

And rather than frankincense and myrrh 

And gold for the babe, they brought for her 

Who held him, a homespun gown of blue, 

And chicken soup–with noodles, too- 

And a lingering, lasting, cradle-song. 

The Queens came late and stayed not long, 
 

For their thoughts already were straining far- 

Past manger and mother and guiding star 

And a child aglow as a morning sun- 

Toward home and children and chores undone.  

(From, The Night It Snowed, by Norma Farber) 
 

I do hope all of you have a wonderfully memorable Christmas this year 

and as you do that you will remember to say ‘thank you’ to those who 

helped to ‘make Christmas’  for you. Not least among them of course is 

the God who loves you and whose wonderfully personal gift of His son 

Jesus started the whole thing. In fact, why don’t you make it a point 

this Christmas for you, your family and friends join us in giving Him your 

own personal ‘thank you’ at our Christmas services this year. 

Peace, 

Tony 

(Continued from page 1) 
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A Christmas Card 

When we first came to West Linton in the late 1950s Christmas was low

-key in St Andrews Kirk – Christmas was not an official festival in the 

Church of Scotland and some churches, but not all, held special 

services.  St Mungo’s Episcopal Church held a watchnight service on 

Christmas Eve and people who wanted to attend there were always 

welcome.  When Rev Tom Phillips became minister of St Andrews in 

1965 he decided we would celebrate Christmas, as I am sure he had in 

his previous churches, with a watchnight service on Christmas Eve.  

From the start this was a great success, very popular, a full church, very 

informal.  Worshipers would shout out requests for favourite carols 

and Edith Hogg, the organist, would play them - it could have gone on 

for hours before Tom at last had a chance to close the service with the 

benediction. 

One night in the late 1960s we had a watchnight service that I am sure 

no one who was there will ever forget.  The previous Sunday Tom had 

announced that we would not use electricity at the Christmas Eve 

service; people were asked to bring oil lamps – the church would be lit 

by candles and lamps to give a softer light.  At that time the organ was 

powered by pedals pumped by the organist’s feet, nor was the outside 

of the kirk floodlit as it is now. 

Our children, Kirsty aged 9 and Stuart aged 7, were desperate to go – it 

would be a big adventure, they had never been out so late before.  

Until then we had reckoned they were much too young, but we came 

to an agreement they would go to bed early and we would waken them 

in time to go to the service.  It went according to plan, we wakened 

them and got them dressed (keeping their pyjamas on under their 

ordinary clothes).  We had a paraffin lamp, a Tilley, which was lit before 

leaving the house -lighting it involved pumping to get it going which 

might have been complicated once we were inside the kirk.  My wife, 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Stamp Appeal—and more! 

There has been a very good response from St Andrew’s over the past 

year for the stamp appeal.  With the Christmas post arriving soon, now 

is the time to remind you to collect the stamps from your mail.  

Ideally, please cut off the stamps leaving a ¼ inch (1 cm) border.  

Stamps can be left in the box at the front of the church or handed to 

Colin Herd. 

The Church of Scotland 2022 Stamp Appeal is in support of pastors 

from the National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon and aims to 

raise enough funds for a pastor’s salary for a full year.  

We also collect bottle tops (milk bottles and similar).  These can be 

handed to Pat Graham who will forward them to the right place. 

Sheila, sang in the choir but on Christmas Eve families sat together and 

choir members sat with their families – we four sat in the choir pews 

with the children between us.  The church was packed, and the lamps 

and candles made it seem just that bit different.  

At the end of the service we collected our lamp and got ready to set off 

for home; in those days the street lighting was switched off about 

11:30pm so we would be glad of our lamp.  Edith was still playing 

Christmas music on the organ and some people were singing as they 

left the kirk; when we got outside we had a wonderful surprise – it was 

snowing.  The houses and gardens had quite a covering of snow and 

there were not so many cars to break up the snow on the roads, which 

were not spread with salt in those days.  Christmas had come: we could 

hear the organ playing in the kirk, and all the people coming from the 

kirk with their lamps lighting paths on their way through the village 

made a living Christmas card.  

David Campbell 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Need some emergency help? 

These organisations are nearby Penicuik Foods, Facts & Friends 42 John 

St Penicuik EH26 8AB     www.foodfactsfriends.org.uk  

Peeblesshire Foodbank 1 Silverbirch Studios, Cavalry Park, Peebles EH45 

9BU 07413 484174      peeblesshire.foodbank.org.uk  

Crisis Assistance from the Minister's Barnabas Fund 07943 509906 

emergencyfoodbank@standrewswestlinton.org.uk  

For further information about West Tweeddale Winter Warmers please 

contact the church office on 01968 733112 

Cosy Café 

The Relaunch 

Wednesdays 5—8 pm 

Fridays 2—8 pm 

For all ages in 

the Old Church Hall 

Games for the brave! 

Snakes & Ladders 

Chess, Bridge, Snap, etc 

Home baking & 

Soup at 6 

Come and bring your friends 

Transport available 

Contact Kate Whalley 

07973 501665 



6 

 

Baby Brunch 

every Friday 

10.00 to 

11.30am 

In the Old 

Church Hall 

For parents 

grandparents 

and carers 

with young 

children 

Christmas Lunch 

 

December 14th 

 

Contact Helen Dry 
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Sunday Club 

on the first Sunday of each month for chil-

dren in P1 to P5 

Contact Kate Whalley or Ann Lyon 

01968 661158 or 01968 661347 
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Messy Church has started again this winter.  The next 

sessions are: 

Sunday 11 December –  Messy Christmas! 

Sunday 15 January – The Good Samaritan 

Sunday 19 February – Jesus the Healer 

Sunday 12 March – The Feeding of the 5000.  Messy Church 

goes Wild outside!! 

Sessions are from 4-6pm in the New Church Hall at West 

Linton. 

All children from babies to P7 are most welcome to come and 

join in the fun! 

We will start with a Bible Story and then the children will do a 

range of craft activities, followed by a song and a prayer and 

finish off with a meal together.  All children MUST be 

accompanied by an adult. 

Please do consider joining us for an afternoon of fun activities 

and a family meal together. 

For more information contact Jean Howat (01968 660677) 

howatjean@gmail.com 

 

mailto:howatjean@gmail.com
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Thinking about giving an ethical Christmas 

present this year? 

“Buy a bed campaign “ is back 
Bethany Christian Trust has re-launched its successful “Buy a Bed” 

campaign.  In 2021, it raised the amazing total of £94,634 and this year 

the target is £140,000.  Can you help achieve this ambitious total by 

making a £21 donation?  This amount will help someone who would 

otherwise be sleeping rough this winter particularly over the Christmas 

season.  The Bethany Welcome Centre at Haymarket Hub Hotel 

provides a safe, warm bed and 3 meals a day, backed up by 

individualised support to help the homeless move on to stable longer 

term accommodation. 

In return for your 

donation, you will 

receive a physical or 

digital illustrated card 

that you can gift to your 

family or friends as an 

ethical Christmas 

present.  

The current economic 

crisis with record 

inflation rates has 

already led to a 50% increase in the number of homeless needing 

emergency accommodation.  Please join with Bethany to help provide 

this vital service this winter - and hold them in your thoughts and 

prayers.  

You can donate on line at bethanychristiantrust.com following the link 

to buy a bed campaign. 

Robert Higgins 

file:///C:/Users/carra/Downloads/bethanychristiantrust.com
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Dear Friends, 

Thank you so much for all the cards, flowers and gifts. It was such a nice 

surprise - I can’t imagine how you all knew it was my 90th birthday! 

It was lovely to be able to celebrate with friends, neighbours and family 

and I was very touched that so many people took time to drop by. Both 

Sheena and I enjoyed seeing you all and hearing the latest news. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my special day, thank you all once again. I feel 

very blessed to have such lovely friends. 

Warmest wishes, 

Robert  Wilson 
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Services December 

 West Linton 11.30 am Carlops 10.00 am Newlands 10.00 am 

4th Rev Dr Tony Foley Rev Dr Tony Foley Patsy Campbell 

11th Mary McElroy Mary McElroy Isobel Hunter 

18th Rev Dr Tony Foley Rev Dr Tony Foley Steven Whalley 

24th 
Watchnight Service 

At 11.30pm 
Rev Dr Tony Foley 

Carol Service at 7.00pm 
Rev Chris Levison 

Watchnight Service 
At 11.30pm 

David Henderson –Howat 

25th Kevin Scott Murray Campbell No Service 

1.1.23 Rev Dr Tony Foley Rev Dr Tony Foley Colin herd 

Material for the January Newsletter should be submitted to the editor 

by  Monday 26th December 2022.  The January 2023 issue will be available by 

1st January 2023 

Copy to Colin Herd: email:  newsletter@standrews-westlinton.org.   

Please include ‘Newsletter’ in the subject of your email. 

To stop receiving the Newsletter by email please send an email to : 

newsletter@standrews-westlinton.org with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line. 

Door Duties 
  December      January 
Pat Graham Choir         Daryll Green £ Choir 
Colin Herd £ Main         Steven Whalley  Main 
Marion Moore Gallery        Marion Moore Gallery  

Readers 
 Dec   4th Daryll Green 
 11th Daryll Green 
 18th  Tony Hoskins 
 25th Tony Hoskins  
         

     Readers 
Jan    1st Mary Turnbull 
   8th Mary Turnbull 
 15th Helen Dry 
 22nd Helen Dry 
 29th Elaine Robinson 


